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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND FOOD — 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 

Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Blackwood–Stirling — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [9.13 am]: It is hard to 
follow that last one. As I have said many times before—I will say it many times again—I firmly believe that 
Western Australia produces the best food in the world, whether it is Harvey beef or Katanning lamb, fruit from 
Manjimup, vegetables from Gingin, cheese from Margaret River or wine from the great southern and south west. 
We should all be very proud of the Western Australian food industry, which is made up of about 900 companies, 
many based in regional areas, and employs thousands of people. 

But agriculture and food businesses are like every other business in that they need to be profitable to survive. 
Although WA has always been good at growing food, we have perhaps not been as good at maximising the value 
and the profits we get from that food. We have fallen down in things like the ability to forecast and understand 
the marketplace and needs of our consumers, marketing our product, attracting and retaining labour and skills 
development and training. The food industry had its own representative group—the WA Food Industry 
Association—but unfortunately it closed in October last year. The Department of Agriculture and Food stepped 
in to fill that gap by engaging with the WA Chamber of Commerce and Industry to provide advocacy and 
support services for the WA food industry. 

It started out as a six-month pilot with a senior DAFWA officer working with the chamber’s policy, economics 
and external relations team. It proved to be a very successful arrangement, so successful that DAFWA and the 
chamber have now signed a formal two-year partnership agreement with the option of a third year. Through the 
partnership the chamber will support DAFWA’s food industry planning and provide a single point of contact for 
the department on food industry issues. DAFWA and the chamber will also share market and industry 
intelligence and support innovation in the state’s food sector. 

In DAFWA and the Chamber of Commerce we have two organisations with an incredible depth of knowledge 
and expertise. This partnership combines DAFWA’s agricultural expertise with the chamber’s business expertise 
with the sole aim of making WA’s food industry more profitable. 
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